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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Application of: 
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Group Art Unit No.: 3765 



ZANDER et al. 

Serial No.: 10/749,871 

Filing Date: December 30, 2003 
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ABSORBENT PRODUCT 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents 
listed below and on the attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and 
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1 .98 (a) (2) (i), effective for applications filed after June 30, 2003, Information Disclosure 
Statements may be filed without copies of U.S. patents and U.S. published applications. 
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3,856,014 


12/1974 


Yamauchi 


3,877,432 
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Richards 
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4,085,754 
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Ness et al. 


4,157,410 
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01/1980 


Black 


4,186,743 
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Steiger 
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07/1980 


Hendricks 
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Roeder 


4,337,772 
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4,376,440 
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4,380,450 


04/1983 


Reich 
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09/1983 
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4,545,372 
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Lauritzen 


4,556,146 


12/1985 


Swanson et al. 
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01/1986 


Widlund et al. 
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Allison 
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12/1991 
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5,088,993 


02/1992 
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5,141,505 
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5,178,924 
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Johnson et al. 
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Leeker 


5,358,499 


10/1994 


Seidy 


5,413,568 


05/1995 


Roach et al. 
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06/1995 
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5,462,166 
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Minton et al. 
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12/1995 
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01/1 996 


Berg, Jr. et al. 
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05/1996 
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5,569,228 
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09/1997 


Mattingly, III 
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12/1997 


Mattingly, III 


5,695,456 


12/1997 


Cartmell et al. 


5,699,911 


12/1997 


Joseph et al. 


5,730,739 


03/1998 


Lavash et al. 


5,769,837 


06/1998 


Parr 


5,792,131 


08/1998 


Mizutani 


5,827,251 


10/1998 


Moder et al. 


5,860,965 


01/1999 


Lavash et al. 


5,868,727 


02/1999 


Barr et al. 


5,873,871 


02/1999 


Lavash et al. 


5,954,201 


09/1999 


Finch et al. 


5,964,741 


10/1999 


Moder et ai. 


5,986,165 


11/1999 


Moder et al. 



3 



* 



5,993,430 


11/1999 


Gossens et al. 


6,010,001 


01/2000 


Osborn, III 


6,015,045 


01/2000 


Joseph et al. 


6,015,934 


01/2000 


Lee et al. 


6,024,732 


02/2000 


Samuelsson 


6,036,679 


03/2000 


Balzar et al. 


6,059,100 


05/2000 


Jones 


6,063,065 


05/2000 


Costa 


6,074,376 


06/2000 


Mills 


6,129,929 


10/2000 


Wick 


6,131,736 


10/2000 


Farris et al. 


6.168,582 B1 


01/2001 


Hasegawa 


H1935 H 


02/2001 


Wilhoit et al. 


6,183,587 B1 


02/2001 


McFall et al. 


6,186,993 B1 


02/2001 


Toyoshima et al. 


6,197,331 B1 


03/2001 


Lerner et al. 


6,203,512 B1 


03/2001 


Farris et al. 


6,293,932 B1 


09/2001 


Balzar et al. 


6,299,607 B1 


10/2001 


Osborn, III et al. 


6,312,417 B1 


11/2001 


Hansson 


6.312,418 B1 


11/2001 


Shimizu et al. 


6,315,765 B1 


11/2001 


Datta et al. 


6,380,455 B1 


04/2002 


Moder et al. 


6,383,169 B1 


05/2002 


Mills et al. 


6.402,727 B1 


06/2002 


Rosengrant 


6,454,748 B1 


09/2002 


Ives 


6,461 ,343 B1 


10/2002 


Schaefer et al. 


6,478,763 B1 


11/2002 


Simonsen et al. 


6,497,692 B1 


12/2002 


Tameishi et al. 


6,500,160 B2 


12/2002 


Mizutani et al. 


6,502,695 B1 


01/2003 


Kim et al. 


6,530,910 B1 


03/2003 


Pomplun et al. 


6,544,242 B1 


04/2003 


Kido et al. 


6,551,431 B2 


04/2003 


Lee 


6.601 ,706 B2 


08/2003 


McManus et al. 


US 2003/0120241 A1 


06/2003 


Sorebo et al. 


US 2004/0186448 A1 


09/2004 


Misek et al. 


Foreign Patent Documents 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


EP 0 841 049 A1 


05/1998 


Europe 


EP 1 213 001 A2 


06/2002 


Europe 


EP 1 269 948 A2 


01/2003 


Europe 


EP 1 300 125 A2 


04/2003 


Europe 


JP 2-1122 A 


01/1990 


Japan 


JP 3-15513 A 


01/1991 


Japan 


JP 3-54633 A 


03/1991 


Japan 


JP 4-83232 A 


03/1992 


Japan 


JP 4-99920 A 


03/1992 


Japan 


JP 4-131224 A 


05/1992 


Japan 


JP 5-51 17 A 


01/1993 


Japan 
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JP 6-1 1724 A 


01/1994 


Japan 


JP 6-17725 A 


01/1994 


Japan 


JP 6-142136 A 


05/1994 


Japan 


WO 97/16143 A1 


05/1997 


WIPO 


WO 99/32059 A1 


07/1999 


WIPO 


WO 99/52483 A1 


10/1999 


WIPO 


WO 99/52485 A1 


10/1999 


WIPO 


WO 99/60965 A1 


12/1999 


WIPO 


WO 00/44325 A1 


08/2000 


WIPO 


WO 02/08087 A2 


01/2002 


WIPO 


WO 02/36443 A1 


05/2002 


WIPO 


WO 02/057 156 A1 


07/2002 


WIPO 


WO 03/053313 A2 


07/2003 


WIPO 


WO 03/053313 A3 


07/2003 


WIPO 


Other Art Documents 



Copy of United States Patent Application Serial No. 10/732,913 (K-C Ref. No. 19,441), filed 
December 10, 2003, entitled Told Line Resistant Absorbent Articles", 32 pages. 



Digital color photo of Stayfree® Maxipad and packaging available from Johnson & Johnson prior 

to 12/30/03. 

Digital color photo of Kotex® pad with peel strip available from Kimberly-Clark Corp. prior to 

12/30/03. 

Digital color photo of Kotex® pad available from Kimberly-Clark Corp. prior to 12/30/03. 

Digital color photo of Whisper packaging and absorbent pad distributed in Korea, Japan and 

Hong Kong, by Proctor & Gamble prior to 12/30/03, and as early as 07/03. 

Digital color photo of Whisper pad and wrap distributed in Korea, Japan and Hong Kong, by 

Proctor & Gamble prior to 12/30/03, and as early as 07/03. 

Digital color photo of packaging and absorbent pad distributed in Korea by Kimberly-Clark Corp. 

prior to 12/30/03, and as early as 01/01 

Digital color photo of packaging and absorbent pad distributed in Korea by Kimberly-Clark Corp. 
prior to 12/30/03, and as early as 01/01. 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1. 97(g), (h), this Information Disclosure Statement 
is not to be construed as a representation that a search has been made and is not to be 
construed to be an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

Pursuant to the undersigned attorney's obligation and duties under 37 C.F.R. §§ 
1.56 and 1.98(a)(3) and (c), English language abstracts for EP 1 269 948 A2, 
JP 2-1 1 22 A, JP 3-1 551 3 A, JP 3-54633 A, JP 4-83232 A, JP 4-99920 A, 
JP 4-131224 A, JP 5-51 17 A, JP 6-1 1724 A, JP 6-17725 A, JP 6-142136 A and 
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WO 00/44325 A1 , which are not in English, are included for the express purpose of 
providing a concise explanation of the references to the Patent and Trademark Office 
with the opportunity to evaluate the same. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of the first 
Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits and hence is believed to be timely 
filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b). No fees are believed to be due in 
connection with filing of this Information Disclosure Statement, however, should any 
fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 to 1.21 be deemed necessary for any reason relating to 
these material, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to deduct said fees from Brinks 
Hofer Gilson & Lione Deposit Account No. 23-1925. A duplicate copy of this document 
is enclosed. 

Applicant(s) respectfully request that the listed documents be made of record in 
the present case. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Registration No. 38,629 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, IL 60610 
(312) 321-4200 
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